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Serve the Lord with gladness! Enter his gates with thanksgiving and
his courts with praise. (Psalm 100:2, 4a.)

A

s we enter the final months of the calendar year and look
forward to the Advent season, we are thankful. When we
count our blessings, we should consider not only the material
blessings and blessings of friends and family, but also the
spiritual blessings given to us in our walk with Christ. When
our children were small, we gave them five kernels of corn on
Thanksgiving Day and they were to name five things they were
thankful for. If you search the internet, you will find The Legend
of the Five Kernels. As the story is told, the Pilgrims took five
kernels of corn and counted their blessings. My children
focused more on concrete things like their parents, their toys,
food, and so forth. As the holidays approach, what will you
count among the blessings in your life?

In this edition of Tidings, President Debbie gives thanks for
Godʼs faithfulness and blessings. Pastor Scheele notes that one
Coloring Page......................................11 of our spiritual blessings is the peace of Christ. People around
Addresses ............................................12 the world are blessed because of our faithful giving through
Mites to such programs as the God Cares about You ministry.
Another blessing comes from LWML RMD leaders who are
taking time to prepare and facilitate Bible Studies over Zoom;
additionally we are blessed by Godʼs word through Advent
devotions made available over the internet from Lutheran
Hour Ministries.
www.lwmlrmd.org
Be blessed in the Word of Christ and His promises as we enter
hello@lwmlrmd.org
this time of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas.
Advent Devotions ...............................10

Facebook.com/lwml.rmd
Instagram.com/lwmlrmd

Unless otherwise indicated, all
Scripture quotations are from The
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright ©
2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Debbie Yocky
PRESIDENT

A

s we enter into the last few
months of the year, I encourage
you to stay focused on the
faithfulness of God and the many
blessings He showers on each of us.
This year has been a difficult one
and we have all faced challenges and
hardship.
In March, I started a gratitude and
prayer journal. During the early days
of the lockdown, my journal often
sat open on my kitchen table, filling
up with prayer requests and praises
to God for His faithfulness. Some
days the blessings were harder to
see but God is always faithful. Some
of the things I wrote down as
blessings in March included time to
study, faithful pastors, and toilet
paper.
During August and September, I
stopped filling out my journal as I
became consumed with work. I am
recommitting to using this journal to
help me to focus on God and His
work in my life. Here are some of
the recent blessings I recorded for
October.

Blessing #1 Eight Fall Rallies
Attended
Most of our zones met online or in a
combination of in-person and online. Although I did not travel at all
this year, I was able to attend 8
rallies remotely. I had only planned
on attending 5 rallies so I was
actually able to interact with more
zones than planned. Thank you to
the Zone Presidents and Zone
Boards for handling significant
challenges with kindness and grace.
Eastern High Plains plans to gather
in early November and I hope to be
able to join them.
Blessing #2 District Online Bible
Study
During these unprecedented times
where we are not able to gather in
person, we have begun to offer new
online experiences in an effort to
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stay connected. Many of you have
joined our online Bible study,
Facedown Worship. What a blessing
to be able to gather with other
Christians to be in the Word and use
materials that are being translated
into many languages. Donna Snow
joined us for the Bible study on
October 19th. Brenda Sima and
Christie Peebles are doing an
amazing job hosting the Bible study.
Spending time in Bible study and
fellowship with my LWML sisters is
such a blessing during this unusual
time. We are almost finished with
this Bible study but will be starting a
new study in January.
Blessing #3 New Partnership with
Lutheran Hour Ministries
We are partnering with Lutheran
Hour Ministries to offer an online
workshop “The Eager
Conversationalist” on November 16,
2020, with an encore presentation
on November 21, 2020. Visit the
website for more information and to
register. Please join us for this
opportunity to learn how to share
our faith with a world in need.
Blessing #4 Faithful Friends
I am blessed every day through the
faithful service, support, and
friendship of each member of our
Executive Committee. These men
and women trying new things and
reaching out to the women of our
district in every way possible.
Blessing #5 LWML Sisters Serving the
Lord with Gladness
So many women in our district are
currently serving on national LWML
committees. Although the
Interdepartmental Meeting
scheduled for October will not be
happening in person, the
committees will meet via Zoom
throughout the month of October.
Continued on page 4.
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We Come to the End with a Thankful Hope
months of November and
Tat theheDecember
are a time for looking
end with a thankful heart for

all those who have been so faithful
in showing their love for God to us.
All Saints Day and Veteranʼs Day
remind us of loved ones who we are
thankful for, as they have shared the
Hope of Godʼs love with us. The
close of another Church Year and
calendar Year reminds us of the end
that is coming and yet with the
coming of Thanksgiving, the Advent
season and the Hope of Christmas
we find ourselves filled with the
emotions of the End yet with a
Thankful Hope. How do we
accomplish this task of giving
Thanks for our loved ones of the past
with a Thankful Hope in the midst
all our busy schedules of preparing
for the end of another year?
God, through the Apostle Paul, gives
us some sound advice in his letter to
the Colossians. In Colossians 3:15–17
he writes, And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in one body. And be
thankful. Let the Word of Christ dwell
in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness
in your hearts to God. And whatever
you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him.
God, through the Apostle Paul, tells
us how to deal with the months of
November and December as we
remember the end that is coming
and strive to have a Thankful Hope.
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First, Let the Peace of Christ Rule our
hearts. Jesus Christ has given us the
only peace that we will ever find in
this world, whether it be in the
remembrance of a loved one with
Thankfulness or in the preparation
for family and friends getting
together to celebrate Thanksgiving
and Christmas. It is the peace that
Christ has given to us by His Life,
Death, and Resurrection that makes
this a time of thankfulness as we
remember loved ones who have
shared their Hope in Christ with us.

Pr. Pete Scheele
JUNIOR PASTORAL
COUNSELOR

Second, Let the Word of Christ dwell
in you richly. During these busy
months we are given even more
opportunities to join together in
Godʼs Word as we remember with
thankful hearts the great Love of
God for us in the sending of His Son
into this world and our loved ones
who share that Hope with us.
Third, In word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus. How
thankful we are for all the loved
ones of the past who have shared
with us the Hope of Jesus Christ.
How thankful we can be as we share
the love of Jesus with our friends
and family. This is the peace that we
find in this time of the year as we
look back at the past and look
forward to the future with a
Thankful Hope.
May Godʼs peace be with you always
as you prepare for the end with a
Thankful Hope for the future.
Amen.
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Kay Moeller
GOSPEL OUTREACH
COMMITTEE MEMBER

Remember to send
mites to our
treasurer:
Yvonne Steeby
LWML RMD Treasurer
PO Box 1657
Alamogordo, NM
88310

God Cares About You
od Cares About You is a ministry
that had its start in 2009 when
G
nine Lutheran Congregations in

Albuquerque, New Mexico decided
to begin a ministry in the
International Zone of Albuquerque.
Initially the ministry served meals,
offered job counseling, and offered
worship services. Food, clothing,
school supplies and sharing Jesus
are also a big part of the program.
Our grant specifically provides a
weekend bag of food for each child
to take home at the end of the
Saturday session of Sunday School/
Vacation Bible School program,
which serves ten to thirty children.
During the week, the children may
be eating at school or at the mission,
but on the weekend they may not
have food in the home. The food that
is provided does not need
refrigeration or cooking since many
of the children are living in
challenging, sometimes
unsupervised, households where
they take care of themselves.
The grant is for $8,000 which is to be
distributed over a two-year period.

Presidentʼs Report continued from
page 2
Blessing #6 Each Woman of the
LWML Rocky Mountain District
Each of you are a blessing in my life.
Thank you for all that you are doing
to support the LWML in your
congregation, your zone, and your
district. Your prayers and faithful
mite offerings allow us to support
missions in our district and around
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The Childrenʼs Weekend Food Bag
offers the child the assurance that
God cares about them through the
caring of others. The child may have
few caring people who have few
resources to share with him or her.
Each child may have memories of
bad treatment so learning to trust
others for care is another benefit of
the food bag. Learning to trust in
God who will be with them and
watch over them is important. We
pray that the children and other
family members will come to know
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.
Lord, We pray for the volunteers
who will prepare the bags and
distribute them to the children. We
pray for the children who will
receive the weekly bag of food, that
it may nourish their bodies and
spirits. We pray that through this
special ministry many children and
their families may know their Lord
and Savior Jesus. We ask this in the
name of Jesus who cares for us and
has redeemed us. Amen

the world. Your mission servant
projects provide comfort and care to
those in need. Thank you.
This year has been hard and the
noise of the world can be
overwhelming. Take some time as
we approach Thanksgiving to notice
all of the ways that God is working in
your life. Blessings are there if you
just look for them.
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Hidden Sins

R

ecently I had a “deep cleaning”
confessed and removed! Once we
at the dentist. After numbing
confess them, God forgives them
medicine, the hygienist prodded
and casts them away! Colossians 2:13
under my gum line to clear out
When you were dead in your sins and in
plaque that could only be seen with
the uncircumcision of your sinful
the x-ray. It sounds horrible, but I
nature, God made you alive with
loved it! Sensitivity and discomfort
Christ. He forgave us all our sins.
was a thing of the past after the
However, first they need to be
gums recovered. This made me
found. Psalm 90:8 You have set our
think of how many times we have
iniquities before you, our secret sin in
sins that are hidden, out of sight.
the light of Your presence. God knows
These sins still cause us discomfort
theyʼre there. He sees them. And He
and pain. We donʼt realize how much wants to take them away. We just
pain they cause until they are
have to let Him.

Attention Artists!

T

o beautifully express these words
from Hebrews 12:1–2 through art:
Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. — that is the goal of the 2021
LWML Rocky Mountain District
banner design competition.

The banner will be processed during
the opening ceremonies of the 39th
biennial convention of the LWML in
Lexington, Kentucky and displayed
in the convention hall.
Any LCMS woman in the Rocky
Mountain District may submit a
banner design. The finished banner
size is to be 3 ft by 5 ft. Please keep
in mind these specifications when
submitting your design. You may
NOT use the 2021 convention logo in
your design. You may use the logo
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Shelley Stewart
SERVANT RESOURCES
VP

Tanya Hall
COMMUNICATIONS VP

colors or other colors of your
choosing. If you would like the
specifications for the blue and green
in the convention logo, please
contact the Communications VP or
check out the information on the
district website.
The districtʼs name will be on the
front and it could be abbreviated,
such as RMD. Remembering that this
banner will be carried by President
Debbie Yocky, please consider
leaving out bulky or heavy fabrics/
objects from the design. The banner
design and banner construction do
not need to be completed by the
same person.
Submit a scaled, full-color design to
the Communications VP (either by
email or mail) no later than
January 15, 2021. Include with the
design, a description and how it
depicts the verse/theme of the
convention, your name, and the
name of your congregation. The
Board of Directors will decide the
banner design at their 2021 meeting
in February.
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Amy Schultz
GOSPEL OUTREACH VP

Mission Grants
Kingdom Kids’ Camp at
Lutheran Valley Retreat:
$5,000
Concordia Theological
Seminary Food & Co-op
Financial Assistance:
$8,000 I $3,250 Paid
God Cares About You –
“Children’s Weekend Food
Bag Ministry”:
$8,000 | $4,000 Paid
Mercy Meals of Colorado
Springs:
$5,000
Interns at Shepherd of the
Valley Lutheran Church,
Navajo, NM:
$9,000

Support for University
Lutheran Chapel, Boulder,
CO:
$8,000 I $3,250 Paid
Introducing Muslims to the
Savior — Lutheran Heritage
Foundation:
$5,000
Filling Haitian Tummies
Opens Ears to the Gospel —
Trinity HOPE:
$5,000
Bringing Christ’s Light to
Those Living in Darkness —
Lutheran Braille Workers:
$8,000

you for supporting
missions that by the grace of God
Twillhank
share Jesusʼ love at home and
around the world. The LWML
received $116,363.18 to support the
National Mission Goal on its
GivingTuesday Event in September.
As you can see from the chart above,
LWML RMD has paid almost 22% of
its grants since the start of the new
biennium.
Mites are still needed to support
District and National Grants.

The Table at Bethlehem
Lakewood, CO:
$5,000
Faith Connections &
Resources for People with
Disabilities — Bethesda:
$6,000
Reaching the Hispanic
Community of Commerce
City, CO:
$7,996 | $4,000 Paid
LWML Global Bible Studies
by Donna Pyle:
$3,964.28 | Paid in Full
$83,960.28 | $18,464.28
21.9 % Paid

The Mite Bingo Card (page 7) may be
reproduced to share at your society
meetings as a fun way to encourage
giving, service, and our connection
through Godʼs Word and promises.
You can choose to play Mite Bingo
with your friends.
Did you know that the earliest usage
of the word bingo was used to
announce an unexpected event or
instantaneous result as an
expression of surprise — maybe
weʼll be saying “bingo” when we
raise the mite goal before 2022.

Prayers
lease join your brothers and
sisters in Christ in prayer for all
P
the challenges facing our district

and our nation. Many communities
around the district as well as the
nation are suffering due to natural
disasters including fire, hurricanes,
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drought, and other weather
extremes. The pandemic has caused
a lot of fear and anxiety along with
the effects of the illness itself. Please
pray fervently for Godʼs mercy in the
face of the troubles afflicting His
children. Thank you.
November | December 2020
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Brenda Sima
CHRISTIAN LIFE VP

Worship Comes from the Heart
Psalm 95:6–7: Come, let us bow down
in worship, let us kneel before the Lord
our Maker; for he is our God and we
are the people of his pasture, the flock
under his care.

B

y the time that this issue of
Tidings has been published, our
first “virtual” Bible study of the
LWML RMD, hosted by the Christian
Life committee, will have completed
three of the four lessons included in
the study. This study from Donna
(Pyle) Snow, Facedown Worship is
based upon Psalm 95:6-7. Joined by
many LWML sisters in Christ, via
Zoom, we have stayed in the Word
“virtually,” despite our inability to
join physically to worship Him
during this time of COVID19. God
invites us, and in some instances
commands us, to worship Him in
spirit and in truth. I am grateful that
despite the challenges we face, God
always seems to keep His Word
accessible to us. I am thankful for
those capable women of the LWML
RMD that have shared their skills,
experience, and gifts to make this
virtual Bible study possible…
complete with hymns, music,
videos, chat rooms, group
discussion, prayer and most
importantly, as a demonstration of
their love for Christ.
So what have been the highlights of
our Bible study so far? We have
learned that worship is not always
easy. We struggle looking for the
right words in prayer. We sometimes
bumble Scripture. We donʼt always
know when to kneel, or when to
stand. We have found, however, that
a lot of these questions make little
difference in authentic worship if we
donʼt have a heart hungry for God.
Worship encompasses the
intentional attitudes and actions of
focusing on God. If the “how” we
worship, or the method, becomes
more important than the “who” we
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worship, we are missing the whole
point of worship!
Did you know that every person is
born with a need or desire to
worship? Worship is not something
that can be taught or developed, but
it is created within us. Genuine
worship overflows from a mind
renewed by the truth of God.
Genuine worship is mostly about
surrendering and giving up control
to our Lord and Savior. Worshipping
God in spirit and in truth is all about
Him. Worship is for Him only.
Mark 12:30 tells us: And thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind, and with all thy strength.
Prayer is pointed out in the Study as
being a vital part of our Christian
walk. God imparts His guidance,
peace, comfort and instruction to us
in intimate prayer and worship.
Oswald Chambers is quoted as
saying, “When I worship, I would
rather my heart be without words
than my words be without heart.”
Our hearts need to be moved and
impressed by God in both prayer
and worship.
When we study Godʼs Word, we come
to know more and more that He is
our God. There is no one else worthy
of our praise and worship. The Bible
isnʼt about the desire of people to be
with God; itʼs the desire of God to be
with people. God first loved us. His
love is everlasting. How do we
respond to a love so great? We, in
return, love and serve others in His
name.
I would like to thank you who have
joined us in the study of Godʼs Word
through this first virtual Bible study
of the LWML RMD.
Continued on page 9
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Around the District

We are pleased to recognize the following women who have been called to
serve as zone presidents:
Four Corners: JoAnn Beegles
Pecos: Christina Bean
North Central: Janet Krogh

Rio Grande: Belinda Burmeister

Northeastern: Joline Christensen

South Central: Lori Williams

Northern: Kay Moeller

Southern: Karen Mann

Northern NM: Barbara Wertz

Western: Vera Loose

Events
November 2

Part 4 of Facedown Worship Bible Study 7:00 PM

November 7

EC Meeting over Zoom 9:00 AM–Noon

November 16

Eager Conversationalist (register by Nov. 9) a virtual
workshop hosted by Lutheran Hour Ministries 6:30 PM

November 21

Eager Conversationalist (register by Nov. 14) 9:30 AM

November 26

Thanksgiving Day

November 29

The First Sunday in Advent

Christian Life VP continued from page 8

I thank you for your preparation, your
cooperation, and your contributions
to this study, and I look forward to
being in the Word with you for our
fourth, and final lesson for this study,
in November.
Keep in mind...the LWML RMD has
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planned for on-going virtual Bible
studies in the near future, led by the
vice presidents of the LWML RMD,
and your participation is requested.
More information will be coming!
God has redeemed us so we can
worship Him. It is the purpose for
which we were created.
Until next time...
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Beth Weber
GIFTS OF LOVE
ADVOCATE

“If I plan my estate or end of life
decisions, it means that I accept that
I will die, and I donʼt want to talk
about such things.”
That was Susanʼs response to a Gift
Planning Counselor of the LCMS
Foundation. That counselor pointed
her to the words of Jesus in John 11
when He said, “I am the resurrection
and life…whoever lives and believes in
me will by no means die, forever.”
Their conversation centered around
the truth that because of Jesus and
His death and resurrection, “death
no longer has mastery over [us].”
(Romans 6:9b NIV)
Whether here on earth or with the
Lord in heaven, life continues. For
we know that if the earthly tent we live
in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven,
not built by human hands. Meanwhile
we groan, longing to be clothed instead
with our heavenly dwelling, because
when we are clothed, we will not be
found naked. For while we are in this
tent, we groan and are burdened,

Lighting the path for
friends and family

P

SEEK GOD:

ray for the Holy Spirit to work in
the heart of your friend. Pray for
the Holy Spirit to bless all
interactions with your friends and
family.
BE CREATIVE:

Exchange stories of family
Christmas traditions. Youʼll learn
about othersʼ current spiritual
situation and be able to share what
Jesus means to you. Invite your
friends to make new traditions this
year, especially if the Christmas
season is stressful or depressing.
Invite them to read the devotions
with you, go to Advent services, or
participate in a servant event. Bring
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because we do not wish to be unclothed
but to be clothed instead with our
heavenly dwelling, so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life.
(2 Corinthians 5:1–4 NIV)
Having this conversation gave Susan
a sense of peace. She put her
Lifetime Plan for Giving™ together
with her Gift Planning Counselor.
She was thankful that this process
had finally enabled her to get
beyond the fear of death and dying
that had haunted her throughout her
life.
Is it time for you to do the same?
Your LWML Gift Planning Counselor
can help.
Carol von Soosten
Email: Carol.vonSoosten@lfnd.org,
Phone: 800-741-4138 or through the
website, lwmlgiftplan.org
Rocky Mountain District Advocate
Elizabeth Weber
Email: weber4342@acsol.net
Cell: (970) 361-079

your friend or family member to
help work at a church activity before
Christmas. Getting to know people
in a non-threatening way makes
them more likely to attend future
worship.
FOLLOW UP:

Devotions from Lutheran Hour
Ministries can help keep your faith
conversations going. Read, listen, email, or print at lhm.org/advent.
What better news is there than to
know that God is always by our side!
In God with Us, we learn again what
God the Father has done— He has
kept His promise. In so doing, He
has announced that grace and
forgiveness are available to all, a gift
made possible by the birth of Jesus:
Godʼs Son, our Savior. He is
Immanuel, “God with us.”
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