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STEADFASTLY IN HIS HANDS

The theme verse of our 2024 Rocky Mountain District, Job 12:7-10,
recounts God's creation of everything in six days. God worked
steadfastly for 6 days to place His creation in motion. We are all in
His unwavering hands. As we begin the New Year remember God's
promises to be with us always.

In this issue, you will find the first informational article about our
convention. President Shelley has done a great job of condensing
the important information for us on page 2. Also note information
from Chris Bostron about the convention hotel, as well as the
convention registration form shared by Lesley Nordmeyer.

With God as our model of steadfastness, remember to keep
feeding your Mite box as we near the end of our biennium in
March. Marie McQuarie shares a way to boost your group's Mite
collection. When your group meets next, be sure to spend some
time looking at who you can mentor and provide an opportunity
to attend the upcoming convention. Each Zone may send a YWR to
the district convention. Christina Bean will have engaging ideas
for these young women to help deepen their convention
experience.

It is never too early to start collecting items for the ingatherings.
Linda Harsh, Mission Servants chairman, has done a great job of
sharing the needs of Life Choices of Loveland and Orphan Grain
Train. Gift cards are also requested, if you are unable to attend feel
free to send a gift card with someone who is attending.

Finally, the ladies in our district have been very busy this season.
We love when our members share what is happening around the
district. See pages 10-11 for details.

And so, continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from
the hope of the gospel which you heard. Colossians 1: 23a
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Shelley Stewart

PRESIDENT

REFLECTING CHRIST

We just adopted a new cat. He was a
stray, and is skinny and skittish. Our
job is to prove to him that we are
trustworthy and steadfast. This is
what God wants for us in our
relationship with Him. Even though
we might be afraid and unsure, He
comes to us with patience, pursuing
us and showing us over and over that
He loves us. Lamentations 2:22-23
says, The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases, his mercies never come to
an end; they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

Even though we fail, God's mercy is
always there for us. He never runs out
of patience or decides that we're
beyond help. Thank goodness! There
are times when I am annoyed at
myself for my continued failures, but

somehow God still loves me and
believes I am worthy of His patience
and love.

As Christians, it is our job to be
representatives, or ambassadors, of
Christ. We should reflect Him. The
Greek word agape is often used to
describe this love. It is never-ending
and it is the above-and-beyond kind of
sacrificial love. We can't do this on our
own, we need divine help. Itis the
love that is given to us by grace alone.

As we go into this new year, let's focus
on being worthy reflections of this
steadfast and never-failing love.

Shine the light of our Savior so those
around you can see the Light too.

A PEEK AT CONVENTION 2024

Time is moving so quickly, and it is time
to start thinking about Convention this
coming summer in 2024 in Greeley. We
will come together to recognize how we
are loved by Jesus, and how precious we
are in God's eyes, praise God for His
eternal love, tell others of God's
unconditional love for them, and rejoice
that God has the whole world in His
hands! Joining together at Conventions is
always special, and this Convention will
be no different! Our opening Proclaimer
will be Pastor Maxwell, the President of
the Rocky Mountain District LcMs. Our
Bible Studies will be led by our RMD
District Pastoral Counselors, Rev Pete

Scheele and Rev Duane Meissner. Our
enrichment sessions will be on Mission
Grants, led by Karen Morrison, our
National LwML Representative and VP of
Gospel Outreach, Gift Planning, led by
Carol Von Soosten, Gift Planning
Counselor with Gifts of Love, and "Pick
Your Word" by Jackie Marchetti. Hotel
information and the registration form
are included in this issue of the Tidings.
Before the Convention even begins we
will have our Walk for Mites, hosted by
the Young Women and Teen Committees.
Please keep reading for more exciting
information!
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IMAGES OF STEADFASTNESS

What type of image first comes to
mind when you think of the attribute
"steadfast?” For me it's someone who
is strong, unwavering, and
immovable, such as the sentry of the
King's Guard posted just outside the
gates of Buckingham Palace, or the
U.S. Army soldier stationed at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Arlington. Distracting as the
elements or passersby might
otherwise be, the expectation is that
these soldiers, chosen in large part for
their steadfastness, will remain
absolutely laser-focused on their
duties.

Might there be other images of
steadfastness, particularly within the
Christian church? How about the
wearied mom who juggles multiple,
energetic children single-handedly at
every Sunday service? Or the young
man who works two poorly paying
jobs just to provide for his household?
Or the elderly pastor who is no longer
physically able to get down on his
knees, yet still diligently prays for his
parishioners every morning? Can we
say that these people, too, are
steadfast? Ithink the answer to that
question is a resounding “Yes!” Does
that mean that the wearied mom
never snaps at her children, or that
the young man never complains at the
end of a double-shift, or that the
pastor never gets frustrated with the
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very people he's praying for?
Absolutely not. And that's because
Christian steadfastness doesn't
require the personal strength of a
heavily-armed soldier. Rather,
Christian steadfastness is the
indwelling Holy Spirit's commitment
to God, even in the middle of a broken
world filled with broken people.

Such examples of steadfastness are in
good company. Consider Jesus
Himself. Filled with the Holy Spirit,
He was fully committed to His
Heavenly Father, and in that sense
was strong, unwavering, and
immovable. But in other ways He
wasn't always a picture of personal
strength. He also grew tired on
occasion after days of preaching, got
frustrated with His disciples when
they refused to understand Him, and
became distressed in the Garden over
God's plan for His immediate future.
Remarkably, in the most important
ways, His steadfastness was an image
of suffering, weakness, surrender,
vulnerability, and humility. Those are
things we can all relate to, by God's
grace, and the same steadfastness
that God bestows on each of us: a
Spirit-powered commitment to Him
that prays, "not My will, but Yours be
done,” even when we are feeling
wearied and weak.

Pastor Duane
Meissner

JUNIOR
PASTORAL
COUNSELOR
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REMEMBER TO
SEND MITES TO:

YVONNE STEEBY
LWML RMD
TREASURER
PO BOX 1657

ALAMOGORDO,
NM 88310

MISSION GRANTS MITE PROGRESS

Granted Paid
Fostering Faith in the Forest at Lutheran Valley Retreat $ 5000 $ 5000
Financial Assistance for CTSFW Food & Clothing Coop $ 5000 $ 5000
God Cares About You: Summer Intern Ministry $ 6000 $ 6,000
Trinity HOPE: Feeding Haitian Children Spiritually & Physically $ 5000 $ 5000
Support for the University Lutheran Chapel, Boulder $ 5000 ¢ 5000
LHF: Providing Lutheran Books to the former Soviet Union $ 5000 $ 5,000
Worker Wellness for LCMS Chaplain Families $ 3000 $ 3000
Colorado Mesa University: Outreach $ 6,000 $ 3,000
LBT: Old Testament Translation in the Bandi Language of Liberia $ 8000 % 4,000
Lutheran Hispanic Missionary Institute Infrastructure Investment $ 6000 $ 2,000
Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch: Kruse Memorial Chapel Transformation $ 4000 ¢ 4,000
LBW: Bringing Spanish Braille Bibles to Central & South America $ 8,000 ¢ 2,000
Equipping MOST Ministries Construction & Repair Teams $ 6000 $ 3,000
POBLO: Cross-Cultural Outreach Ministry Training to RMD Churches  $ 5000 ¢ 5000
Dominican Republic Disability Ministry $ 3000 $ 3,000
TOTAL $ 80,000 $ 60,000

MISSION GRANT
UPDATE

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be
steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that in the Lord your labor is
not in vain. I Corinthians
15:58

Happy New Year! What an exciting
time for our Rocky Mountain District
Mission Grants! As of this writing, we
have fully paid 10 of the 15 grants
approved at the 2022 convention. We
have sent partial funds to the
remaining organizations. It is
important to continue to be steadfast
in our giving. We must continue our

important mite collection so that we
meet our goals and fully fund our last
five grants. It can be a difficult time
for giving as we look forward to the
coming year, but I am confident we
will succeed. Our mites are small but
when they are put together, they are
mighty!

We are also currently reviewing grant
submittals for the 2024 convention.
Thank you to all who have submitted
grant applications. I can't wait to tell
everyone about the organizations
we'll have the opportunity to support
in the next biennium.

January/February 2024



ABOUNDING IN GOD’'S WORK

How many times have you felt like
your labor is in vain when it comes to
leadership and recruitment?

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be
steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that in the Lord your labor is
not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58

It can feel like a daunting task but
this verse explains that even when it
feels like we want to give up, we
should remain steadfast because in
the Lord our labor is not in vain.
People don't always respond
immediately to mentorship or
invitation. Sometimes a small
response to new initiatives as a
leader has nothing to do with what
you're doing, just the timing of what
is happening.

STEADFASTNESS

Your daughter or friend describes a
new love interest: He's intelligent,

We have a new opportunity for
recruitment coming up. Each zone
should be taking applications for
Young Woman Representatives and
some will be taking them for teen
representatives. Encourage the
young ladies that you know to apply
for these positions. Be steadfast in
your faith that in the Lord your labor
is not in vain. Do not become
discouraged. As a leader I encourage
you to approach mentorship and
member growth in these ways as
well. Continue to offer opportunities
for both mentorship and growth,
even if they haven't been fruitful in
the past. Be open to trying things in
new ways to reach more people. Don't
limit yourself with discouragement.

person may be caught in traffic or
simply plan poorly and be late; a
husband may desert his wife.

Christina Bean

SERVANT
RESOURCES VP

God, however, has perfect timing; He

is neither late nor early. We never need
to wonder if God will show up because
He is always with us. He is utterly
dependable; He is our Rock. The same
hand that placed the sun in the sky
causes it to rise and set everyday like
clockwork. The English band Troggs
wrote it, but only God can truly fulfill
it: "There is no beginning, there'll be

handsome, and fun. Chances are that
she does not say, "He's as reliable as
the day is long. When he says he'll be
somewhere at a certain time, he is
there. When he says he'll do
something, he does it. He always
keeps his word.” Reliability, constancy,
steadfastness is not flashy; that is one
reason why this characteristic may
not be mentioned. But, oh, how we

Melissa Erdman

GUEST
COLUMNIST

Christie Peebles

CHRISTIAN LIFE

long for it. There is tremendous go eniﬁl "’C‘?;use OF mg 13‘/:' Y}?u can VP
comfort and security in knowing that elpen - Ve praise Lod 1ot s
faithfulness.

we can depend on someone. Our
mind does not wonder if he will show
up; he will be there ... until he is not.
Humans will not, cannot be steadfast
in the perfect way that God is. A

O give thanks unto the Lord for he is
good, for his steadfast love endures
forever. Psalm 136:1
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Chris Bostron

CONVENTION
COORDINATOR

YOUR WARM COOKIE AWAITS AT THE

DOUBLETREE!

The DoubleTree by Hilton Greeley at
Lincoln Park Hotel at 919 7t Street is
in the heart of downtown Greeley.
Built in 2017, the hotel has embraced
the surrounding Colorado
community. Each guest will enjoy a
ranch-themed wall mural guest
room, allowing them to be immersed
in a unique Colorado experience! The
convention area is spacious and
easily accessible. Oh, and as with all
Hilton hotels, each stay begins with a
chocolate chip cookie! Here is the
link to the hotel website. Look at all
they have to offer: https:/
www.hilton.com/en/hotels/dengcdt-
doubletree-greeley-at-lincoln-park/

Book your group rate for Lutheran
Women's Missionary League — Rocky
Mountain District Convention!

You're welcome to call for
reservations or book online. Group
rate is $129 per night.

Special group pricing is available
beginning Thursday, June 6 through
Sunday, June 9, 2024

Reservation line: 1-844-870-7816
Group Code: LWM

Booking link: https:/
group.doubletree.com/ohes9y

You can edit the stay by clicking on the
dates to modify and see room
availability.

The last day to book for the special
group rate is Tuesday, May 7, 2024.

The hotel will also host our meals and
banquet. Please refer to the
Registration Form for meal plan and
banquet prices.

IN HIS HANDS

Job 12:7-10

2024 LWML RMD Convention

January/February 2024
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Rocky Mountain District

ORDER FORM FOR LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY
PLEASE REMIT NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 26, 2024
SOCIETY NAME
ZONE
CHURCH NAME
CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS

ZIP CODE (9 DIGIT)
SOCIETY CONTACT
EMAIL ADDRESS
TELEPHONE

IF THE CHURCH ADDRESS IS NOT ACCEPTABLE FOR DELIVERY, ATTACH A

NOTE INDICATING WHAT ADDRESS SHOULD BE USED.

QUARTERLY SUBSCRIPTIONS
QUANTITY (10 OR MORE) AT $6.00 EACH = $
QUANTITY (LESS THAN 10) AT $7.50 EACH = $

RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO: LWML ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

MAIL FORM AND CHECK TO: LWML RMD TREASURER
PO BOX 1657
ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310

LARGE PRINT SUBSCRIPTIONS - LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS (LBW)
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A LARGE PRINT SUBSCRIPTION TO THE LWML QUARTERLY, PLEASE CONTACT
LBW. MATERIALS FROM LBW ARE FREE, BUT A DONATION TO LBW WOULD BE APPRECIATED.

CONTACT INFORMATION: LBWLOVEWORKS.ORG/MATERIALS/LARGE-PRINT/ OR
800-925-6092 OR

LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS

13471 CALIFORNIA STREET

P.0. BOX 5000

YUCAIPA, CA 92399

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS, CONTACT NORA SOTAK
ASSISTANT2TREASURER@LWMLRMD.ORG 575-434-5247

Volume 79, #10
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LINDA HARSH

MISSION
SERVANTS
COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN

IN HIS HANDS- NEW MOMS AND TEACHERS

Our 2024 Convention Gifts from the Heart Ingathering will be blessing two
outreaches in our host zones; Life Choices in the Northern Zone and Orphan
Grain Train in the Northeastern Zone. As Jesus holds these ministries In His
Hands, we have the opportunity to assist with these four ingathering
opportunities.

Life Choices Loveland & Longmont provides care for women in crisis pregnancy
situations.

1. Gift Cards from stores like Walmart and King Soopers for $10, $15 or $20

2. Baby Bags (given to moms to bring baby home from the hospital)

Option 1: Items can be boy, girl, or neutral
1 - Receiving blanket, 3 — Burp rags
1- Hat & a pair of booties
2 - Onesies, Newborn, 2 — Sleepers, Newborn
Wrap items in the receiving blanket and tie it with a ribbon or cord.

Option 2: Add the following 3 items to the above and pack all items in the
diaper-backpack
1 — Small package of wipes
10 — Newborn diapers
1 — Diaper- Backpack, available at Walmart or online

Orphan Grain Train sends relief for human need worldwide.
1. New Underwear & Socks for Men, Women, and Children

2. Teacher Kits for teachers in third world countries

1 - Drawstring or tote bag, new or gently used (no religious, patriotic or
military symbols)

1 — 12-Pack pencils, 1 — Pencil sharpener, 4 — Highlighters, 2 — Red pens

1 — 12-Pack Chalk (white or colored) & 1 Chalkboard eraser

1 — Clipboard, 1 — Adult scissors, 4 — Pocket folders, 1 — Ruler

4 — Sheets of stickers (stars or smiley faces)
Please no additions, deletions, or substitutions. Find complete instructions at

www.ogt.org.

Check out the www.bagsinbulk.com website for diaper-backpacks or drawstring
bags if you are planning to make the Baby Bags or Teacher Kits a group project.

Please print the Gifts from the Heart flier from the September Tidings to post on
your bulletin board to help spread the word about our 2024 Convention
Ingathering!

January/February 2024



Convention Registration & Meal Form
LWML Rocky Mountain District Convention, June 7-9, 2024

DoubleTree by Hilton - Lincoln Park, 919 7th Street, Greeley, CO 80631

General Instructions
Please print in black or blue ink.

Please check box:
[JIf you are a First-Time Attendee
[JIf you are a Teen

All registrants, including delegates, be
sure your zone name is listed, and the full
TOTAL remittance is enclosed. Incomplete
forms will be returned to you. A letter

of confirmation will be sent by e-mail or
regular mail to all who register by May 1,
2024. This form is for CONVENTION
REGISTRATION & MEALS ONLY

Please check one appropriate category for
registration type:

O A: General Registration

O B: Group Delegate

O C: Group Alternate

O D: Zone Young Woman Representative

OE: Zone Teen

OF: District Board Member (voting)

O G: District Board Member (non-voting)

O H: District Committee Member
(non-voting)

O Past District President, living in
district (voting)

OJ: Past District President (non-voting)

OK: Pastor (No Registration Fee)

Due to room and food commitments
there will be No refunds after June 1,
2024.

Everyone may attend all the Enrichment
Sessions. Please mark the order of your
attendance preference with the letter of
the Enrichment Sessions. Due to room
size and safety issues, please attend the
Enrichment Sessions in the order listed on
your badge.

To decrease wait time during sign-

in, please fill out a current copy of

the Meeting and Events Participation
Information, Acknowledgment, Waiver,
and Release Form, which will be emailed
with your registration confirmation, and
bring it with you to the registration table
in[Greeley in order to receive your
registration packet and nametag.

Blank copies of the form will be available
at the registration table; your wait time
will be longer.

Duplicate this form for your records
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PERSONAL INFORMATION

ENRICHMENT SESSIONS

A. Karen Morrison, LWML National VP of Gospel Outreach
B. Carol von Soosten, Gift Planning Counselor, Gifts of Love
C. "Pick Your Word", led by Jackie Marchetti

My order choices for Enrichment Sessions are: 1 2

Total for Registration and Meals

SPECIAL NEEDS

[J I need a signer [J I'am willing to sign
] Ineed a ride to the worship service at Trinity Lutheran
[J I'am willing to drive others to the worship service at

Trinity Lutheran and can take passengers in my car

[ Thave dietary restrictions/considerations:

[] I need wheelchair access
[ I have other needs:

Joey Schilling, 5006 W. Hinsdale Circle, Littleton, CO 80128

[J I need large print

Badge Name

Last First
Mailing Address
City State Zip
Phone Fax
Email Address
Group
Church Zone
REGISTRATION AND MEAL CHOICES
[]Pastor Registration Fees Total
[JEarly Registration (Postmarked by April 1, 2024) $125.00 $
[JRegistration (after April 1, 2024 or on-site) $140.00 $
[JSpouse Registration (Name) $50.00 $
[JOne-Day Attendance: [ ]Friday []Saturday $50.00 $
[IMeal Package: 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 2 dinners (includes Sat banquet) $120.00 $
[ISpouse Meal Package $120.00 $
[IFriday lunch for Young Woman Representatives only $20.00 $
[JFriday lunch for Teens only, $20.00 $
[JSaturday banquet dinner only $35.00 $
[JSpouse Saturday banquet dinner only $35.00 $

[1I need braille

IN HIS HANDS

Job 12:7-10

2024 LWML RMD Convention

Make checks out to: LWML RMD; mail registration form along with your check to:



Colleen Spahr

CONVENTION
CO-CHAIRMAN

HAPPENINGS IN
THE DISTRICT

Marie McQuarrie

HOLY CROSS

10

ARMED FORCES
SUNDAY

Lutheran Women in Mission at
Beautiful Savior in Broomfield, CO
have dedicated this year to Armed
Forces Ministry. Using resources
from the LCMs website, on November
12", we celebrated Armed Forces
Sunday by giving out certificates
acknowledging the military service
of our veterans and active-duty
member, Austyn Acker. Pastor
Langness did the honors.

In addition, a Care Package was sent to
Chaplain Major David McCarthy. We
sent a donation to K-9 Comfort Dog
Ministry to support their ministry of
comfort to veterans.

Most importantly, we have pledged our
prayerful support of Major David
McCarthy, Chaplain and Pastor at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church in Eureka,
Montana and all the Armed Forces of
our country.

Pictured below LWML members with
Veterans.

A MITEY TWIST ON BINGO

At a recent meeting, the Women of the Cross at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
in Highlands Ranch, Colorado played bingo to collect Mites. Armed with a
variety of coins, each member took a Bingo Card. When their numbers were
called, they placed a coin on that square. When someone called Bingo, everyone
took the coins on their card and dumped them in a large jar or container. They
can then swap cards and play another round until they have exhausted their

collection of coins.

At Holy Cross, the ladies filled a gallon jar which was quite heavy.

January/February 2024



ADVENT BY Savior. Our hostesses decorate lovely

tables and serve delicious desserts
CANDLELIGHT and tea. This year's devotional pro-
gram was Angels: The Message and
the Messengers which is a free down-
load from CPH. Our men's quartet,

4Given was one of the evening's
highlights.

Advent by Candlelight has become an
annual event hosted by Risen Savior
Women in Mission in Broomfield,

CO. Ladies enjoy a wonderful evening
of worship, song and fellowship as we
prepare our hearts for the birth of our

A JOYFUL PROJECT

An annual project undertaken by the Women In Mission at St. Paul's Lutheran
Church in Durango, CO is filling Christmas Bags for the Joy Club. Joy Club is a
ministry of St Paul's Lutheran Church serving adults with physical and
intellectual disabilities. These special people come to the church twice a month
for Bible stories, singing, crafts, and refreshments. The women's group collects
items like notepads, calendars, gloves, lip balm, hand lotion and a few sweet
treats as well. The items are placed in gift bags and distributed at their first
meeting in December. They never fail to bring a smile to their faces.
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Linda Harsh

MISSION
SERVANTS
COMMITTEE

MORE DISTRICT
HAPPENINGS

June Dunn

ST. PAUL'S
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
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